










“Prevention of Criminality” was the main theme
of the Stockholm Congress, which started to
devote attention to technical assistance in the
field of crime prevention and criminal justice,
stressing the need of criminological research for
crime prevention.

The Congress topics focused on:
• Social change and criminality 
• Social forces and the prevention of criminality 
• Community action for preventing crime 
• Special preventive and treatment measures 

for juveniles and young adults
• Measures to reduce recidivism

The United Nations Interregional Crime 
and Justice Research Institute 
The Congress recognized the importance of
research and training in the field of crime, 
including the launching of regional and inter -
regional initiatives. As a follow-up to the actions
of the Third Congress, the United Nations Social
Defence Research Institute was established in
1968 in Rome. In 1989, the Economic and Social
Council formally recognised the expansion of
UNSDRI into the United Nations Interregional
Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI).

The Third Congress
analyzed the relationship between

criminality and social change
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Under the theme “Crime and Development” the
Kyoto Congress was the first to be preceded by
regional preparatory meetings, which were held
in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the
Middle East. Previously, there had been little
opportunity for experts of all regions to formu-
late a common policy approach to the items on
the agenda.

Congress topics: 
• Social defence policies in relation 

to development planning
• Public participation in crime prevention 

and control of crime and delinquency 
• The organization of research for 

policy development in social defence
• Developments in the correctional field

Improved crime prevention planning 
for economic and social development
The Kyoto Congress was the first to adopt 
a declaration, calling on governments to take 
effective steps to coordinate and intensify  
their crime prevention efforts in the context 
of economic and social development. 

It further recognized that crime in all its forms
sapped the energies of nations, undermining
efforts to achieve a more wholesome environ-
ment and a better life for their people. In addi-
tion, the Congress discussed for the first time 
the problem of terrorism and airplane hijacking.

The Fourth Congress called for
improved crime prevention planning
for economic and social development 
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The Congress returned to Geneva in 1975. For the
first time, discussions focused on the new forms
and dimensions of criminality, including organ-
ized crime as a business, and the costs of crime. 

The Congress made 
recommendations on: 
• Offences involving works of art and other 

cultural property
• Criminality associated with alcoholism and

drug abuse

• Interpersonal violence 
• Criminality associated with migration and

flight from natural disasters and hostilities 
• Female criminality
• Terrorism 

The Declaration on the Protection of All Persons
from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
The Fifth Congress adopted a resolution in which
it recommended to the General Assembly the
adoption of the Declaration on the Protection of
All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, subsequently developed into a con-
vention by the Commission on Human Rights.
The Congress also recommended the formulation
of an international code of conduct for law
enforcement officials. 

The Fifth Congress approved the Declaration on the
Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Punishment 
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The Sixth Congress called for broad support and
participation in crime prevention and the devel-
opment of alternatives to imprisonment, as well
as measures to address crime and abuse of power.

The Congress adopted resolutions on: 
• Crime trends and crime prevention strategies 
• Improvement of crime statistics
• Development of minimum standards of 

juvenile justice 
• Measures to put an end to torture and 

extra-legal executions 
• De-institutionalization of corrections and 

community measures
• Specific needs of women prisoners

The “Caracas Declaration” 
Through the “Caracas Declaration”, Member
States underlined the vital role played by the
United Nations in encouraging international
cooperation and the development of norms and
guidelines in the field of criminal policy. Member
States were also called to ensure that those
responsible for the functioning of the criminal
justice system should be properly qualified for
their tasks and should perform them in a manner,
which is independent of personal or group in -
terest. The Congress also recommended the
establishment of a regional institute in Africa.

Under the theme
“Crime prevention and the quality of life”,

the Sixth Congress recognized that
crime prevention must be based on the
social, cultural, political and economic

circumstances of countries
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The Milan Congress was preceded by regional
and interregional preparatory meetings which
proved valuable for their access to new informa-
tion and ongoing research. The meetings were
also strategically important for evaluating
progress in the implementation of recommenda-
tions from previous congresses.

The Congress approved:
• The United Nations Standard Minimum Rules

for the Administration of Juvenile Justice 
• The Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice

for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power 
• The Basic Principles on the 

Independence of the Judiciary 
• The Model Agreement on 

the Transfer of Foreign Prisoners.

The Milan Plan of Action: 
The Milan Plan of Action called the attention of
the international community to the problem of
crime as an issue of global concern, hampering
the political, economic, social and cultural devel-
opment of people. It reiterated that crime threat-
ened human rights, fundamental freedoms, and
peace, stability and security. It also recommended
that the United Nations, as a universal forum, has
an important role to play in multilateral coopera-
tion, particularly in taking concerted action
against terrorism, illicit drug trafficking and
organized crime. 

The Seventh Congress
adopted the Milan Plan of

Action and several new
United Nations standards

and norms under the theme
“Crime prevention for
freedom, justice, peace

and development”
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The Egyptian capital was the venue for the 
1995 Congress, the first to incorporate technical
workshops as an integral part of its proceedings.
The workshops discussed strategies to prevent
violent crime, computerization of criminal justice,
the role of mass media in crime prevention and
extradition.

Congress topics:
• Action against transnational and 

organized crime
• The role of criminal law in the 

protection of the environment 
• Criminal justice and police systems 
• Crime prevention strategies in urban areas 
• Youth crime

International cooperation and practical technical
assistance for strengthening the rule of law 
The Congress placed a high priority on the tech-
nical cooperation and advisory services offered
by the United Nations to assist Member States in

achieving the goals of preventing crime within
and among States and improving the response 
to crime. The recommendations for assistance
included training programmes, field studies 
and action-oriented research at the regional, 
sub-regional, national and local levels.

Programme Network of Institutes (PNI)
In 1995 the PNI welcomed the U.S. Justice

Department's National Institute of
Justice and the International Centre for
Criminal Law Reform and Criminal
Justice Policy, Vancouver, Canada. 
The PNI members conduct research,
disseminate information and provide
training and technical assistance.

The Ninth Congress
focused on international 

cooperation and practical 
technical assistance for 

strengthening the rule of
law under the theme

“Seeking security and
justice for all” 
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Almost two thousand participants met in
the Austrian capital of Vienna in 2000 for
the first Crime Congress of the new
Millennium. “Crime and justice, meeting
the challenges of the 21st century” was the
theme of this Congress.

Congress topics and workshops:
• How to promote the rule of law and

strengthen the criminal justice system 
• International cooperation 

in combating transnational orga-
nized crime

• Effective crime prevention: 
keeping pace with new 
developments 

• Combating corruption
• Crimes related to the 

computer network
• Community involvement in

crime prevention 
• Women in the criminal justice

system

The Vienna Declaration 
on Crime and Justice 
The Tenth Congress adopted by acclamation the
Vienna Declaration on Crime and Justice in
which Member States pledged to take resolute

and speedy measures to combat 
terrorism, trafficking in human
beings, illicit trade in firearms,
smuggling of migrants and money-
laundering. The Declaration further
committed States to take enhanced
international action against corrup-
tion, stressing the need for a new 
international legal instrument in
addition to the United Nations
Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime.  

Programme Network of Institutes (PNI)
UNICRI, together with the regional and associat-
ed institutes (PNI), helped to organize the work-
shops thus continuing to assist the international
community in strengthening co-operation in the
area of crime prevention and criminal justice.

The Tenth Congress
adopted the Vienna Declaration

committing Member States to
take international action

against corruption 
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